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budget agreement that ensures all 
Americans share in our country’s grow-
ing recovery and that makes the right 
investments for our future. 

f 

TAXPAYERS RIGHT-TO-KNOW ACT 

(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today because I believe the American 
people deserve to know how their hard- 
earned tax dollars are spent. That is 
why I introduced the Taxpayers Right- 
to-Know Act. 

Congress is known for its complex 
bills, but this one is pretty simple. It 
requires each Federal agency to pro-
vide taxpayers an annual report card of 
what they are doing with the money 
they have been given. With a govern-
ment this large it is no secret we have 
waste and duplication. By better track-
ing government spending, we can look 
back and identify the outdated pro-
grams that should be eliminated or 
streamlined to save money. 

As the people’s representatives, we 
are here to be responsible stewards of 
their tax dollars, and this bipartisan 
bill is a good start to stopping wasteful 
spending. 

f 

CAMPAIGN FINANCE 

(Mr. CARNEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CARNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to urge my colleagues to pass 
legislation that limits the role of 
money in politics. Since the Citizens 
United decision in 2010, the role of 
fundraising and spending in political 
campaigns has gotten even more out of 
control than it was before. 

That is why I introduced a constitu-
tional amendment, H.J. Res. 24, which 
allows Congress and the States to rein 
in campaign contributions. It is also 
why I cosponsored the DISCLOSE Act, 
the Government By the People Act, 
and the democracy for all amend-
ment—all designed to limit the influ-
ence of money in our political system. 

The American people need to know 
that their elected officials are here to 
serve them and not big campaign con-
tributors. The overwhelming amount of 
money spent on campaigns weakens 
people’s faith in our political system. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge House leadership 
to take up legislation to address this 
issue. We need to change our laws to 
get money out of politics and to keep 
our focus where it belongs—doing the 
right thing for the American people. 

f 

SUPPORTING OUR ALLIES 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, with the 
rise of ISIS—or ISIL—in Syria and 

Iraq, we have seen the brutality of Is-
lamic extremism to an extent pre-
viously unimaginable. 

In just the last week, ISIL beheaded 
two Japanese citizens and revealed 
that a Jordanian pilot had been burned 
alive in a cage. This is why it is more 
critical than ever that we support our 
moderate allies in the region and 
praise their efforts to protect religious 
minorities. 

In Egypt, President el-Sisi recently 
became the first modern leader in the 
country’s history to visit a Coptic 
Christian church on Christmas Eve. 
The cathedral he visited had been at-
tacked just 2 years earlier by Islamic 
extremists. By contrast, in regions 
controlled by ISIL, groups that have 
lived in the same community for more 
than 1,000 years have been killed or 
have fled for their lives. 

We must never forget that the mis-
sion of the extremists is not regional 
but global dominance, and it is aimed 
at all who refuse to submit to their 
harsh interpretation of their religion. 
We must stand together with leaders 
like the King of Jordan and the Presi-
dent of Egypt, who speak up and act to 
defeat Islamic extremism, and give 
them our strong support. 

f 

VACCINATIONS 
(Mr. FOSTER asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, once 
again, our country is seeing the dan-
gerous effects of failing to listen to 
science. 

In 2000, the United States had effec-
tively eliminated endemic measles—an 
effort 40 years in the making—but all 
of that progress is quickly coming un-
done, not by an act of nature but by 
willful ignorance. 

Last year, there were 644 cases of 
measles in the United States—the 
highest number in 20 years. Already 
this year, there have been 102 cases in 
14 States, including in my home State 
of Illinois. 

This is a dangerous game and one 
that some elected officials are encour-
aging. As leaders, it is our duty to in-
form the public of the truth. For those 
of us with scientific and medical back-
grounds, this duty falls even more seri-
ously. 

When you fail to vaccinate, it is not 
just yourself and your children that 
you are putting in danger; it is every-
one you come into contact with. And 
when politicians give voice to misin-
formation and paranoia, they are put-
ting us all at risk. 

Measles may not spread as fast as er-
roneous sound bites and tweets, but 
they both have the potential to cause a 
great amount of damage. 

I know that many of my colleagues 
have reminded us that they are not sci-
entists as they use this as an excuse for 
their advocacy of bad public policy, but 
it does not take a scientist to realize 
that opposing vaccines is wrong. 

Absent a valid medical reason for ex-
clusion, vaccines are critical for every 
man, woman, and child in our coun-
try—period. 

f 

NATIONAL CANCER PREVENTION 
DAY 

(Mr. BENISHEK asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BENISHEK. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to highlight the important 
health care issues surrounding the Na-
tional Cancer Prevention Day. 

This day is an opportunity for health 
care providers, policymakers, and 
other community leaders to educate 
people on the healthy activities and be-
haviors that can prevent this disease. 
While we learn more and more every 
year about how to best treat cancer, 
more must be done to focus on pre-
venting cases from ever occurring. 
Today is a reminder to patients to 
make it their business to learn of ac-
tivities and behaviors to decrease the 
incidence of this disease. 

As a doctor who treated patients in 
northern Michigan for over 30 years, I 
am far too familiar with the dev-
astating impact that cancer has on 
countless lives every day. I hope that 
all of my colleagues in the House and 
the Senate will join me in the 114th 
Congress to remember the victims of 
cancer, to honor its survivors, and to 
do everything in our power to prevent 
future cases of this disease. 

f 

PROVIDING TRAVEL BENEFITS 
FOR VICTIMS OF MILITARY SEX-
UAL TRAUMA 

(Ms. KUSTER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. KUSTER. Mr. Speaker, today, I 
am proud to again partner with my col-
league JACKIE WALORSKI from Indiana 
to reintroduce legislation to extend 
veterans’ travel benefits to veterans 
who are traveling to seek treatment 
for injuries resulting from sexual trau-
ma in the military. 

It is an honor to serve with Mrs. 
WALORSKI on the Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee—one of the most bipartisan 
committees in the House—and it is a 
privilege to work with all of our col-
leagues, Republicans and Democrats, in 
service to our Nation’s veterans. We 
must ensure that victims can access 
the high-quality care that every vet-
eran is guaranteed when he or she joins 
the military. 

The occurrence of sexual trauma in 
the military is outrageous enough, but 
it is something our brave servicemen 
and -women should never be forced to 
experience. What is even worse is that 
many survivors of military sexual 
trauma have trouble accessing the 
physical and mental health services 
they need when they return home be-
cause the VA does not provide travel 
benefits to all victims of MST. 
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